
MA Peer Workshop Proposal 

Name: Su Bonfanti 

Introduction: my current field of interest is memory and especially forgetting in the 
creation of a personal narrative or history of the self. I want to use this workshop to explore  
whether something I experienced when working with my own family photographs is a 
more general phenomenon. That is: whether what we remember most about an image is 
linked to the nature of our feelings about the subject. 

Duration: 1 1/2 to 2 hours 

Materials:  cartridge paper, A4 or A3; your preferred drawing materials bearing in mind 
that you may be doing 3 or 4 fairly quick drawings. 

What is the methodology you need the group to follow? 

No preparation is needed for this workshop. 

1. I will ask people to make drawings from a copy of a family photograph that I will 
provide. They can draw in any style, at any level of detail, realism or abstraction. They 
can just trace the image. It’s important that they respond in an involuntary way, not 
directed by me. I plan to allow about 45 minutes for this. 

2. It will probably aid the next part of the exercise if they make more than one drawing. 

3. If anyone is really scared of or otherwise unwilling to make a drawing, the exercise will 
still be valuable if they write or record in any other way a description of the image. 

4. For the second part of the exercise, I will take away the photographs and their drawings 
and ask them to draw from memory. I will reassure them that it is not a memory test; I 
am not expecting perfect reproductions and there is no right way to do this. I will allow 
about 30 minutes for this. 

  
5. If anyone chose to write rather than draw in the first part, I will take away their 

writings and ask them to write about what they remember of the image. 

6. We will look at these last images or recollections and consider what people 
remembered and why.  

What do you anticipate the results will show? 

What I’m interested in is the relationship between people’s feelings about the image and 
what they can remember when it is not in front of them. 

The photo I plan to use has some, but not too much, emotional content for me but isn’t (I 
think) obviously loaded as a subject for other people, so the first question is whether they 
did in fact have a reaction to it. 

The next is whether that affected how they chose to draw (or otherwise record) the image. I 
don’t know what this will show but I expect it would affect what they emphasise. 



Finally, I want to know whether their emotional reaction affected what they could 
remember when they didn’t have the image or their previous drawings in front of them. 
Again I don’t know how this will work. It’s possible to imagine that people’s drawings in 
the first part might concentrate on what attracts them, so they spend longer drawing 
elements that relate to that and can thus remember them better when they don’t have the 
image in front of them. But some people may have good visual recall anyway and be able to 
remember what doesn’t much interest them as well as what does. Others might spend 
longer on elements they find harder to draw regardless of their emotional content, so they 
might be better able to reproduce those elements even if they aren’t really important. 

How do you plan to capture the results? 

I will make an audio recording of  participants’ responses to the three key questions: 
• did they have an emotional reaction to the image? if so, what was it? 
• did that affect how they drew/recorded it? and if so, how? 
• did it affect what they remembered when they had to draw/record from memory? 


