
Su Bonfanti: MA Peer Workshop Proposal 

Introduction: my current field of interest is memory and especially forgetting in the 
creation of a personal narrative or history of the self. I want to use this workshop to explore  
whether something I experienced when working with my own family photographs is a 
more general phenomenon. That is: whether what we remember most about an image is 
linked to the nature of our response to it. 

Where and When: Please meet at the Centre for Drawing at 2pm on Thursday 1 
December. I expect the workshop to take 1 1/2 to 2 hours. I appreciate that some people 
might have to leave for a while for tutorials scheduled in parallel. 

Materials:  Please bring basic drawing materials to allow you to draw in your preferred 
way with your preferred materials. You will need a few sheets of cartridge paper, A4 or A3. 
I’ll have some supplies for back up. 

What is the methodology you need the group to follow? 

No preparation is needed for this workshop. 

For the first part of the workshop, I will ask you to make drawings responding to copy of 
one of my family photographs that I will provide. You can draw in any style, at any level of 
detail, realism or abstraction.  

If you find it hard to make a start, you could just trace the image. If you really cannot face 
drawing, the exercise will still work if you write a description of the image as you see it.  It’s 
important that you respond in a natural way, not directed by me.  

I plan to allow about 45 minutes for this.  

Rest assured that, although the image is part of my family history, it is not a ‘precious 
heirloom’ or something  very important to me. So it doesn’t matter what your reaction is. 
Even if you hate it or are just plain bored, the experiment will still work! 

For the second part of the workshop, taking another 30 to 40 minutes, I will ask you to do 
another drawing but I’m not going to tell you in advance how this will work, as I don’t want 
it to influence what you do in the first part.  

At the end, I want to ask you what you felt or thought about the image and if that affected 
how you responded to it in drawing. I plan to record the conversation. 

Thanks for your participation in my experiment! 


